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of feeling that surprised me, while admitting these ad-
vantages, would not consent to transfer the school so far
South as Virginia. Porter first favored the measure, but
was silenced by the Maryland authorities, deserted me,
and helped to influence Grimes.

June 7, Friday. Admiral Farragut went home to-day.
He has been my guest for a week. Gave him yesterday
his orders to the European Squadron, and he expects to
sail within a fortnight. In bidding him good-bye I was
more affected than he was aware, and I perceived that
he was to some extent similarly affected. We have both
reached that period of life when a parting of two years
may be a parting forever on earth. Circumstances have
brought us together, and we are under mutual obligations.
I selected him for important duties, and he proved him-
self worthy of the trust and confidence. In addition to
his great service to the country, unsurpassed, he has given
just fame to my administration of the Navy, and I honor
him for his unassuming modesty as well as for possessing
the heroic qualities which I expected. I trust we may
live to meet again on earth and enjoy memories of the
past. If not, God's will be done. I esteem the choice of
Farragut to command the Gulf Squadron the most judi-
cious and best selection which could have been made in
the entire service. I consider him the great hero of the
War, and am happy in the thought that I was the means
of carrying him to the head of his profession, where he
had an opportunity to develop his power and ability.

June 8, Saturday. The President and party returned
to-day from North Carolina. All appears to have passed
off well.

There is much talk and feeling in regard to Sheridan's
movements, which are arbitrary, tyrannical, and despotic.
His removal of Wells, the poor Governor of Louisiana, is
justified by most of the Radicals, although it is an outrage